
This year, HaMakom’s High Holiday services will be designed for the deepest possible online 
experience. Services, held on Zoom, will be shorter than usual, but just as joyous, musical, and 
fulfilling. This is Hazzan Cindy Freedman’s 17th High Holidays with HaMakom! We will also be blessed 
with teachings by Rabbis Jack Shlachter, Min Kantrowitz, Judith Halevy, Neil Amswych and members 
of the HaMakom community.

For Erev Rosh Hashanah on September 18th, we’ve planned a special Rosh HaShanah Seder and 
Kabbalat Shabbat service—not a meal, but an opportunity for you to take part in your own home in a 
ritual of food and wine or juice that borrows from the traditional Tu B’Shvat service to add sweetness 
and delight to our online observance of the new year. 

High Holidays Schedule

All services are online via Zoom. Please join early to get settled, enjoy the music, and be ready at the 
posted starting time.

•  Erev Rosh HaShanah, Friday, 18 September, 7-8 pm (Zoom opens at 6:45 pm with music)

•  Rosh HaShanah Day One, Saturday, 19 September 10-11:30 am (Zoom opens at 9:45 am with music)

•  Rosh HaShanah Day Two, Sunday, 20 September 10- 11:30 (Zoom opens at 9:45 am with music)

•  Kol Nidrei Service, Sunday, 27 September, 7-8:30 pm (Zoom opens at 6:45 pm)

•  Yom Kippur Morning, Monday, 28 September, 10-11:30 am (Zoom opens at 9:45 am)

•  Yom Kippur Afternoon, Yizkor, teachings, chanting, Neilah, Havdalah to Break-fast 5-7 pm (Zoom 
opens at 4:45 pm)

How To Take Part

Members: If you have not yet renewed your HaMakom membership, please do so now at this link: 
https://www.hamakomtheplace.org/become-a-member. Once you renew, we’ll send you the Zoom 
link for Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur services 24 hours prior to the Erev Rosh HaShanah and Kol 
Nidrei services.

Non-members: If you haven’t yet decided to join HaMakom but would like to take part in High Holiday 
services, please email us at info@hamakomtheplace.org with your name, telephone number, and email 
address. We’d be grateful if you could contribute to sustainijng HaMakom through this challenging 
time by making a donation; the suggested amount is $50, but no one will be turned away on account 
of inability to pay. 

Special Activities

Our Erev Rosh HaShanah on 18 September will be a Kabbalat Shabbat service with the addition of a 
simple Seder, much simpler than our Tu B’Shvat seder. It will be most meaningful to you if you prepare 
by having as many as possible of the items we’ll use on hand: 
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• Three special cups of wine or juice 

• One small cup of salt water

• Special foods: dates, symbolizing relationship; pomegranates, symbolizing mitzvot; apples and 
honey for a new year of sweetness; and a round challah to make motzi. 

Every year as part of Yom Kippur services we recite Al Cheyt, acknowledging where we collectively 
have missed the mark in the year past. At recent services, we’ve used a ritual brought to HaMakom by 
Rabbis Arthur Ocean Waskow and Phyllis Ocean Berman, in which we each wrote slips of paper about 
falling short in relation to ourselves, our communities, and the planet and environment, as well as a 
slip describing one place we’ve hit the mark. These were anonymous, and read aloud during services 
by community members chosen at random.

This year, since we can’t be together in the flesh, we will perform an Al Cheyt ritual online. Once you’ve 
renewed your membership or let us know you will be taking part, before the Holidays, you will be sent 
a link to a simple online form to respond anonymously to two Al Cheyt questions. Responses will be 
shared during Yom Kippur services. For your Al Cheyt responses to be included, they must be added 
to the form NO LATER THAN 5 pm on Wednesday, 23 September.

Tips for Creating Your Own Sacred Space for High Holiday Services

•  Please be on time, especially since services will be shorter.

• Please be open to take advantage of these unusual circumstances to experience something 
new. This is a unique opportunity to appreciate the message of Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur 
differently than ever before. 

• Please be an active worshipper, taking part in the prayers and rituals.

• Think of your computer as an altar. Find a special place to sit. 

• Consider creating a special setting for you to take part in services: spreading a nice tablecloth, 
setting flowers on the table, using your best kiddush cup. 

•  Consider placing nearby special objects or photographs that have meaning for you. 

• Feel free to dress up a little to add to the specialness of the occasion. 

•  Close every other application or tab on your computer. Use a computer (first choice) or tablet so you 
can see much better than on the small screen of a smartphone. 

For More Information
Please check our High Holidays web page at https://www.hamakomtheplace.org/high-holiday-

services or email us at info@hamakomtheplace.org. 

L’shanah tovah tikatevu v’tichatemu. May you be inscribed and sealed for a good year!
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